THE DARTMOUTH COLLEGE CASE*
BY DANIEL WEBSTER
(Argument before the Supreme Court of the United
States, at Washington, on the 10th of March, 1818.)
(The action, The Trustees of Dartmouth College,
vs. William H. Woodward, was commenced in the
Court of Common Pleas, Grafton County, State of
New Hampshire, February term, 1817. The declara-
tion was trover for the books of record, original
charter, common seal, and other corporate property
of the college. The conversion was alleged to have
been made on the 7th day of October, 1816. The
proper pleas were filed, and by consent the cause
was carried directly to the Supreme Court of New
Hampshire, by appeal, and entered at the May term,
1817. The general issue was pleaded by the de-
fendant, and joined by the plaintiffs. The facts in
the case were then agreed upon by the parties, and
drawn up in the form of a special verdict, reciting
the charter of the college and the acts of the legis-
lature of the State, passed June and December, 1816,
by which the said corporation of Dartmouth College
was enlarged and improved, and the said charter
amended.
The question made in the case was, whether those
acts of the legislature were valid and binding upon
the corporation, without their acceptance or assent,
and not repugnant to the Constitution of the United
States. If so, the verdict found for the defendants;
otherwise, it found for the plaintiffs.
The case was continued to the September term of
the court in Eoekingham County, where it was ar-
gued; and at the November term of the same year,
in Grafton County, the opinion of the court was
delivered by Chief Justice Kiehardson, in favor of
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